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The Louisiana Department
of Education's Testing
Resource Center provides
a wealth of information to
assist students as they
prepare for high-stakes
testing. Teachers, families
and students may access
multiple tools to help
support students through-
out the school year, and as
they prepare to take the
stateds
exams: iLEAP, LEAP, and
GEE.

Tools, information and
resources are provided for
students in grades Pre-
school through 3rd grade;
4th through 8th grade; and
High  School. Through
interactive web-based
tools, PASS Online , New-
tonobs
Reading Runway ,
students receive instruc-
tional feedback based on
their responses and take
tutorials in math, science
or reading.

Teachers, families and
students may also take
advantage of Released
Test Items and PASS On
Paper. Students and their
families may also utilize
the Sample Test Books for
students in 4th, 8th, 10th
and 11th grades. These

Sample Test Books
contain items that are
similar to those that
appear on the LEAP and
GEE. The fourth and
eighth grade Sample Test
Books contain questions
in English Language Arts
and mathematics, while
the Sample Test Book for
the GEE contains
questions in English

s t a hadgaagedArtsz neatthemat-

ics, science and social
studies.

Additionally, as an added
resource to the Sample

Test Books, LDOE will
once again host its Tutor-
ing Hotline , which is

specifically centered on
assisting 4th and 8th grade
students and their families

Cl a ardr @oiBy prepare to take the

LEAP. Tutors assist
students and their families
in answering questions
from the Sample Item Test

Books. The Hotline will
operate from 5 p.m. to 7
p.m., Monday through
Friday, beginning March

14 and ending April 8. The
toll-free phone number for
the Hotline is
1-877-453-2721.

Another study tool for 4th
and 8th grade students are
the LEAP Tutoring Les-

sons, which are designed
to offer students remedia-

tion in the English
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Language Arts and
mathematics standards
and benchmarks that are
covered on the LEAP.
These lessons offer step-
by-step scripted lessons
so that non-educators may
instruct students; teachers
may also tailor these tutor-
ing lessons for the class-
room.

Throughout the vyear,
educators can take advan-
tage of tEAGLE g
System, which allows
teachers to develop online
practice tests for students.
Model Lessons for
science and social studies
instructors may also be
useful to help students
master the content stan-
dards in those subjects.
Teachers also rely on
L DOE 6 Assessment
Guides, which provide
descriptions of the test
design and content.

For more information,
please visit the website
listed below:

http://
www.louisianaschools.net/
testing/help/

PHASE | TESTING:
March 20, 2012
LEAP: ELA Writing and
Math Constructed
Response Items

GEE: Writing and Math/

Science/Social Studies
Constructed Response
Items

PHASE |l TESTING:
April 12-13, 16-17, 2012
(remaining test items)
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Test Taking Tips for LEAP, iLEAP, GEE and EOC Tests

Reassure your child that he or she does not have to answer
all the questions correctly to pass. It is not expected that
students answer every question correctly.

Tell your child to attempt to answer all of the questions and
not to leave any blanks. There is no penalty for guessing,
and students can get partial credit on the open-ended items.

Remind your child that the test is important. ‘ ‘ e\‘P_Qu\

Explain to your child the importance of using time wisely. If
your child gets stuck on a question, encourage him or her to

make the best guess or place a mark in the test booklet by &
that item and go back to it after finishing that section of the L4 ‘

test.

Make certain your child get s
breakfast before taking the test.

Try to make the morning of the test a pleasant one. Do not

add to your childés stress.
Get your child to school on time the day of the test. Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk LI Mm
Remind your child to listen carefully to the instructions from TeSt Taking Tips

the teacher and to read the directions and each question
carefully.

Encourage your child to stay focused on the test, even if I
other students finish early. Remind your child that it is okay
to mark in the test booklet as a help in taking the test 6 i.e.,
underlining important words & but to mark all answers on the
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East Baton Rouge Parish School System
Office of Accountability & Assessment

Louisiana Dept. of Education

1.877.453.2721 (toll free)
1.225.226.7625

www.louisianaschools.net
www.ebrschools.org

www.louisianpass.org

accountability.ebrschools.org
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EBRPSS Announces 2011 -2012 Principals of the Year

The East Baton Rouge
Parish School System is
pleased to announce the
Principals of the Year for

the 201172012 School
Year.
Cynthia Lange was

selected as the Elementary
Principal of the Year. She
is the principal of Glen
Oaks Park Elementary
School. Shelly Colvin,
principal of Woodlawn
Middle School, was
selected as Principal of the
Year for Middle Schools;
and Nan McCann, Principal
of Baton Rouge Magnet

High School, was selected
as Principal of the Year in
the High School Division.
il congratul a
principals, o
System  Superintendent
John Di |l wor't
principals are deserving of
this honor and | appreciate
their leadership and
commitment to our
children. o

The three principals were
honored at a reception
prior to the January 19
School Board meeting.

Left to Right: Cynthia Lange, Principal of Glen Oaks
Park Elementary, Shelly Colvin, Principal of Woodlawn
Middle, and Nanette McCann, Principal of Baton Rouge

Magnet High School

Family Service of GBR Annual Fundraiser

Join Fawmily Service of Greater Baton Rouge
for our Spring fundraiser
SAPPHIRES °N SPURS

WHAT: Put on your cowboy boots for a fun, family oviented evening featur-

g musie and dancing, space walks, mechanical bull rides, pony vides, a

petting zoo and a silent auction! Come enjoy plenty of great entertaivment
and beverages for the entive family. Tickets ave $20 per adult, FREE for kids.

WHEN: Friday, March 9, 2012 from e:30pm to 9:30pm

WHERE: LSu Parker Collseuumt

HOW: To purchase tickets, ask questions or becone

a Covporate Sponsor, please contact Bvelyn Glbson
ot (225) 2R0-632F

DON'T MISS OUT ON THE FUN!




FREE TAX PREPARATIO

We have money that is probablyyours. What to Brin

Picture ID, Social Security
cards for all names on the
Pleacecome and get it. return, all earning statements,
daycare receipts, voided
check for direct deposit,
receipts for any credit or
deduction you normally claim
on your return, copy of last
yeards return
declaration page from home-
owner s insur|a
expenses for children (tuition,

supply fees and uniform V

Thanks a bunch.

expenses)

The IRS is announcing two special events for FREE income tax
preparation for your federal and state returns

EARNED INCOME TAX DAY
10 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 28 at Southern University Law Center
and
SUPER TAX DAY
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 4 at Baton Rouge Community College

Who is eligible : If you worked in 2011, had children living with you and earned less than
$49,000, you could be eligible for Earned Income Tax Credit up to $5,700!
Individuals without children still may qualify!

Returns are filed electronically, and if you choose to have your refund sent via direct
deposit to a bank, you can get your refund in 7 to 10 days!

Dondét PAY to claim what YOU earned. To
preparation through 10 -15-2012, call 2-1-1.
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areer |Learn About Budgets

On October 7, Baton
Rouge Magnet
Accounting teacher, Marcia
Lee took her Accounting Il
students to Finance Park.

where they were aided by
Capitdli @nb dverkers and
BRMHS students as they
balanced their fictional
budgets. The experience
helped them learn how to
Finance Park takes place manage their money and
at the Mall of Cortana and how not to spend excess
is sponsored by Capital money on unnecessary
One Bank. i Veeiff awketa focust am rent
help. We were the only and important stuff like
high school that was in- t hat , 0 s ai
vited this

Eighth-grade students from Middle school students
Broadmoor Middle School participating in the financial
attended Finance Park simulation were given a

Above: Baton Rouge Magnet High
School students pose in front of
Finance Park

Capital One and Junior Achievement have
partnered since 2006 to bring the Finance
Park program to tens of thousands of
students, through mobile, interactive

classrooms and virtual learning labs.

Lt L1 dhe o8t-fpdfiFifafice Park
y e aAntonequia Buter. s ai d .

paycheck and taught how
to balance a budget. They
were expected to be able
to purchase a vehicle or
take out a loan for one, as
well as a mortgage for a
home.

BATON ROUGE
MAGNET HIGH
1105 Lee Drive
Baton Rouge, LA
70808
(225)383.0520 office

(225)344.7413 fax
http://brmhs.ebrschools.org/

Al real ly en
the Broadmoor students.

was really
nitely go
Pyper Glasper said.

Above, left: Casper Anderson IV, BRMHS
student, provides budgeting assistance to
a Broadmoor Middle School student

Below, left: Valencia Banks, BRMHS
student, mentors a middle school student
on the finso and ijo
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Parents Honored for Parental Involvement at
Capitol Middle School

More than 50 parents from
Capitol Middle School were
recognized for outstanding
parental involvement at an
awards ceremony for the
new Parent Honor Roll, an
incentive-based  program
connecting parents and
school to increase student
attendance and achieve-
ment.

Eleven parents were
recognized for achieving
more than 300 points for
parental involvement at the
school.

Supporters of the program
participated in the break-
fast event, including
presenters Louisiana Rep.
Steve Carter, AT&T
Louisiana Regional
Director Rick Demint, and
East Baton Rouge Parish
school officials. The
program is sponsored by

W

Parent Honor Roll
! N Toseth

the Academic Distinction
Fund (ADF)

In his remarks Carter said,
"Promoting excellence in
our schools is a top priority
of mine, and it is important
that the local business
community provide leader-
ship in advancing public
education. It is wonderful to
see companies like AT&T
supporting our local
schools which will make a
real difference in the lives
of our
presented a check for
$7,500 to ADF to create

the new parent involve-
ment program.
Demint noted

committed to helping the
next generation aspire to
great things in life and we
are proud to support the
Academic Distinction
Fundos Parent

program
students

for parents of
in East Baton
Rouge Parish public
schools. Promoting
academic achievement for
all students and encourag-
ing parental involvement in
childrenods
the work of public schools
are crucial elements to
making our communities
stronger . o0

Eligible parents of Capitol
Middle School were

c hi | dawarded ogift Aard& Tand

certificates of appreciation
during the event. Those
achieving 300 points for
parental involvement at the
school were also entered
tintoaatdrawviiny To&éceive a
per-household award of
$600 for rent and utilities.
Recognized at the event
held January 23,were
parents Lashun Dundy,

Lakisha o ReedR o Eddie

Curtis, Shadaina Johnson,
Justine Gage, Riley
Thomas, Nicole Tinson,
Tanya Davis, Melissa Veal,
Shun Marshall, and Colby
Smith.

e d uPoirtst Wweven actdened by

parents for volunteering,
attending workshops and
focus groups, joining the
Parent Faculty Association,
ensuring students have
perfect attendance and
attending  parent-teacher
meetings.  Following the
parent awards presenta-
tion, the school honored
students who have made
the A/B Honor Roll.

ADF Parent Honor
Roll program was launched
at Capitol Elementary and

Capitol Middle schools
early in the 2011-2012
school year.

Above: Mrs. Lashun Dundy, was entered
into a drawing for a household award in the
amount of $600.00 and she won! With Mrs.

Dundy is her son, Brian Dundy, a seventh

grade student at Capitol Middle.

Left to Right: Missy Durham, Academic Distinction Fund (ADF);
Trina Walton, Parent Volunteer, Capitol Middle; Lori Smith, Program
Director, ADF; Rick Demint, AT&T Regional Director; Steve Carter,
Louisiana State Representative; Cliff Lewis, Parent Liaison, Capitol
Middle; and Marlon Cousin, EBRPSS Title | Coordinator
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Federal Credit Union

Did You Know?

Credit Union National

Association (CUNA)
reported that during the

consumer-l ed A Ba
Transfer

September 29 and
November 2 of 2011,
over 700 thousand bank
customers opened credit
union accounts.

What makes Credit Unions different
than Banks?

Your savings federally insured to at IEasiSZSODW
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

Have you ever wondered
exactly what the differ-
ences between banks and
credit unions are? This
guestion often comes up
during workshops and
gygryone is always

Day §Iea gtlyo?\yéag d at the

enefits
membership.

cre union

Credit unions were once
reserved specifically for
employee groups which
made their desirable
products and services
unavailable to the commu-
nity at large, but with
community charters
making membership
available, more people are
discovering the credit union
difference.

Overview of financial
institutions:
Financial institutions are

institutions  that provide
financial services to their
members or customers;
they act as financial inter-
mediaries in the community
which facilitate the flow of
money through the
economy. The most
commonly used institutions
are credit unions and
banks.

What are credit unions?

They are not-for-profit
cooperatives in which the
owners and users are the
same people. Originally
designed to serve Select
Employee Groups (SEGS),
only people working in
certain employee catego-
ries could join. Neighbors
FCU originally began as
Bat on Rouge

FCU, serving the school

systemods
now our charter allows us
to serve the community of
East Baton Rouge and the
eight surrounding parishes.

What makes credit
unions different than
banks?

Because credit unions are
owned by their members,
the members are the actual
shareholders of the institu-
tion. Profits are distributed
back to the member-
owners through dividends
paid on accounts, lower
fees, reduced charges, and
low to no fees for services
and accounts. Banks pay
their profits to shareholders
as well, but the sharehold-
ers are not necessarily the
customers who use the
services.

What do credit unions

and banks have in
common?
Both financial institutions

offer savings and transac-
tion
direct deposit, online
bill-pay, mobile money,
credit cards, gift cards, and
many credit unions now
offer business accounts.
Also, both are insured by
the Federal Government
up to $250,000 per account
holder. Because of their
differing business struc-
tures, credit unions are
insured through the
National Credit Union
Association (NCUA) and
banks are insured through

the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation
(FDIC).

Teacher 6s
Becoming a Neighbors

e mp | BQUenensber:;

but

If you live in the metro
Baton Rouge area, you
may be eligible for mem-
bership. Adults will need
two valid and current forms
of ID, one must have a
picture and
present address must be
on both documents. To
register your child with a
youth savings account,
parents must have their
valid forms of ID as well as
t he chil dob6s
card. Visit our website or
stop by any branch for
more information.

How Neighbors gives
back to the community:

We offer free community
workshops on Understand-
ing Money, Budgets, Credit
and Credit Scores. Our
next workshop is on
February 9™ at the
Denham Springs branch.
For a complete list of
upcoming workshops at
additional locations, visit us
at  www.neighborsfcu.org

( fichecki rfaydajes oacalt(328)819s

5748 for more information.

Send your questions to
aerie@neighborsfcu.org
and we will answer them
for you!

Ann Marie Erie
Community Outreach
Coordinator
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resources benefiting families

An Initiative of Refined By Fire Ministries, Inc. « www.rbf.la

Nurturing Parenting Education is coming to the Eden Park Branch Public Library!
NEW CLASSES BEGINNING THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2012

Through a partnership with Resources Benefiting Families, Nurturing Parenting
classes will be offered at the Eden Park Branch Public Library beginning
Thursday, January 12 and continued over the course of the next ten weeks.

The Nurturing Parenting Series takes an overall approach in providing skills to
help individuals become competent nurturing parents who raise healthy caring
children.

Date TOPIC

01.12.12 APhil osophy and Practide EDEN PARK BRANCH
01.19.12 ifAges and Stages of PUBLIC LIBRARY
01.26.12 AEnhancing Positive BfY Slséa%r?e;g\:jeglg,sfzngossggad
02.02.12 ABuil diwWog thelifn Chil (d

02.09.12 APraising Children an

02.16.12 fiUnder standing Fee *ALL CLASSES ARE HELD
02.23.12 iFamily Morals, Val ¢ FROM

03.01.12 ACommunicating with

03.08.12 AAlternatives to S|p 6006 730 pm
03.15.12 AfPositive Ways to Deal

If you would like more information about attending these classes or becoming a Volunteer
Facilitator, please register by completing the form on the subsequent page. You may also
contact Elain Ellerbe, National Consultant/Trainer of Nurturing Parenting Programs at

(225)963.2074 or elainellerbe@bellsouth.net

Huey and Angelina *Special thanks to our partners: 5E

\ x /4 Huey & Angelina Wilson Foundation and Qﬂ‘q S
ﬂson the Greater Baton Rouge State Fair Foundation é\
Foundation “Cr SIATEE AIR
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